
 

 

TRACEABILITY: 

It is the capability to track parts and assemblies thru production.  In some cases it is 

interpreted as the ability to verify the history, location, or application of an item by 

means of documented recorded identification (wiki).  The key benefits of traceability 

are many; from enhanced quality assurance, where defects can be tracked early, 

saving time and money. Traceability is essential for effective root cause analysis for 

continual improvement. In the end, customer satisfaction will be increased.  

There are three main levels of traceability: raw materials, supplier, and product. 

• Raw Materials Traceability - The ability to track and verify the origin, 

movement, and processing of raw materials throughout the supply chain.  This 

process ensures transparency and accountability in sourcing and handling of 

materials.  Key components include: 1. Origin Tracking - identifies where raw 

materials are sourced from, including suppliers and geographic locations, 2. 

Movement Monitoring - records the transportation and storage of materials as 

they move through the supply chain, 3. Processing Documentation - maintaining 

records on how raw materials are transformed into finished products. (source: AI 

search) 

Traceability - Wikipedia   Good reference on traceability definitions. 

• Supplier Level -  Supplier traceability refers to the ability to identify and track 

the entire movement of raw materials and products throughout the supply chain, 

from sourcing to delivery.  Key aspects include: 1. Tracking movement of 

materials and product at every stage, 2. Risk Management - identifying critical 

risks and disruption areas, 3. Sustainability - sustainable practices by providing 

transparency in sourcing and production processes, 4. Regulatory Compliance - 

adherence to industry regulations and standards. 

https://www.mrpeasy.com/blog/supply-chain-traceability/  Reference link for text used above. 

Solving supplier traceability in modern supply chains - Supply Chain Management Review  Good 
reference article. 

• Product Traceability - Also referred to as “internal” product traceability and 

refers to the ability to track and trace products throughout the entire production 

process within an organization.  This process ensures that every component and 

step involved in manufacturing can be identified and monitored.  Key elements 

include: 1. Tracking movement of materials and product throughout the various 

stages of production, 2. Tracing - identifying the components and materials used 

in the final product, 3. Documentation - maintaining records that detail the 

production process including suppliers, ID & batch numbers and quality control. 

(source: AI search) 

Traceability in Electronic Devices: From Factory to Consumer update - FasterCapital  Good reference 
article. 
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The rigorous certification process for 
ISO 9001:2015 and ISO:13485:2016 
require detailed traceability systems. 
ISO 9001:2015 contains clause 8.5.2 is  
specifically for “Identification and  
Traceability”.  This clause mandates 
organizations to clearly identify their 
products and services, ensuring trace-
ability from raw materials through every 
step of the production process to final 
delivery.   
 
The objective is clear:  
organizations must be able to quickly 
pinpoint any items, batch, or compo-
nent and trace its complete lifecycles.  
Outputs must be clearly identified using 
suitable means such as barcodes, 
labels, serial numbers, batch identifers. 
Documented information and  
records must be kept. 
 
Being certified, enables SoPark to 
provide a solid traceability foundation.  
These established standards are part 
of SoPark’s everyday operational cul-
ture and processes. 
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